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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 1-28 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Walker et al. Walker et al show a witness system 200, that 
receives purchase offers 100 from buyers, transmits the offers to sellers, receives 
seller responses 110 and transmits purchase confirmation 120 to the buyer and 
the seller, see col. 20, lines 2-4. The witness system confirms that the documents 
are accurate in col. 19, lines 32-40 and col. 18, lines 8-14. The witness system 
authenticates both the buyer and the seller, see col. 24, lines 31-46 and col. 26, 
lines 47-50. The witness system 200 has databases 265, 270 and 275 which keep 
track of all the transactions. The witness system includes a bonding agency 170 
that issues a bonding certificate that verifies the ability of the buyer to pay and 
the ability of the seller to deliver the goods, see col. 27, line 19 to col. 30, line 29. 
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Payment transfer means are disclosed in coL 21, lines 45-61. Payment by checks 
is disclosed in col. 20, line 53. 

3. Claims 29-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Walker et al. Walker et al discloses a witness system including a 
first computing means 400 for making document data, a second computing 
means 300 for confirming the document data and a third computing means 200 
for storing in memory the confirmed document data. DES encryption is disclosed 
in col. 24, line 28, 



4. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. This claim is indefinite because 
there is not proper antecedent basis for: "said calculating means". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



Drawings 

5. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). 
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Specification 



6. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it includes claim-like 
language, such as: "said". Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

7. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 



8. Takahashi et al is cited to show the center site 10 which includes a 
notarization database 130. The publication of Ellen Messmer is cited for the 
disclosure on page 3 that it is known in EDI technology to do computerized cross 
checks to make sure the information matches up between the buyer's order and 
the seller's acknowledgment. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to F. J. 
Bartuska at telephone number (703) 308-1111. 



Conclusion 




